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576-02874B-13
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to taxation; amending s. 320.04, F.S.;
reducing the service charges that are collected with
an application for the original issuance, duplicate
issuance, or transfer of certain specified
registration certificates; amending s. 320.06, F.S.;
reducing a fee collected for a motor vehicle
registration; amending ss. 320.0804 and 320.08046,
F.S.; reducing a surcharge on a license tax;
reenacting s. 320.0807(4), F.S., relating to special
vehicle license plates for the Governor and federal
and state legislators, to incorporate the amendment
made to s. 320.06, F.S., in a reference thereto;
amending s. 624.509, F.S.; deleting a credit based on
the amount paid in salaries to employees within this
state; amending ss. 624.5091 and 624.51055, F.S.;
revising provisions to conform to changes made by the
act; providing effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 320.04, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

320.04 Registration service charge.—

(1)(a) There shall be a service charge of $2.50 $5 for each
application which 1s handled In connection with original
issuance, duplicate issuance, or transfer of any license plate,
mobile home sticker, or validation sticker or with transfer or
duplicate issuance of any registration certificate, which shall
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. Of that amount, $2.50 shall be deposited into the General
RevenueFund;—and—the rematnder—shall-be retained by the
department or by the tax collector, as the case may be, as other
fees accruing to those offices.

(b) There shall also be a service charge of $1 $3 for the
issuance of each license plate validation sticker, vessel decal,
and mobile home sticker issued from an automated vending
facility or printer dispenser machine, which is payable to the
department, which-—O0fthat-ameount;—$1 shall be used to provide
for automated vending facilities or printer dispenser machines
used to dispense such stickers and decals by each tax

collector’s or license tag agent’s employee. Theremaining-3$2
shall be deposited into the General Revenue Fund.

(c) The tax collector may Impose an additional service
charge of not more than 50 cents on any transaction specified iIn
paragraph (a) or paragraph (b), or on any transaction specified
in s. 319.32(2)(a) or s. 328.48 if such transaction occurs at
any tax collector’s branch office.

Section 2. Section 320.06, Florida Statutes, iIs amended to
read:

320.06 Registration certificates, license plates, and
validation stickers generally.—

(1) (@) Upon the receipt of an initial application for
registration and payment of the appropriate license tax and
other fees required by law, the department shall assign to the
motor vehicle a registration license number consisting of
letters and numerals or numerals and issue to the owner or
lessee a certificate of registration and one registration
license plate, unless two plates are required for display by s.
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320.0706, for each vehicle so registered.

(b) Registration license plates bearing a graphic symbol
and the alphanumeric system of identification shall be issued
for a 10-year period. At the end of that 10-year period, upon
renewal, the plate shall be replaced. The department shall
extend the scheduled license plate replacement date from a 6-
year period to a 10-year period. The fee for such replacement is
$28, $2.80 of which shall be paid each year before the plate is
replaced, to be credited towards the next $28 replacement fee.
The fees shall be deposited into the Highway Safety Operating
Trust Fund. A credit or refund may not be given for any prior
years’ payments of such prorated replacement fee if the plate is
replaced or surrendered before the end of the 10-year period,
except that a credit may be given if a registrant is required by
the department to replace a license plate under s.
320.08056(8)(a). With each license plate, a validation sticker
shall be issued showing the owner’s birth month, license plate
number, and the year of expiration or the appropriate renewal
period iIf the owner is not a natural person. The validation
sticker shall be placed on the upper right corner of the license
plate. Such license plate and validation sticker shall be issued
based on the applicant’s appropriate renewal period. The
registration period is 12 months, the extended registration
period Is 24 months, and all expirations occur based on the
applicant’s appropriate registration period. A vehicle with an
apportioned registration shall be issued an annual license plate
and a cab card that denote the declared gross vehicle weight for
each apportioned jurisdiction in which the vehicle is authorized
to operate.
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(c) Registration license plates equipped with validation
stickers subject to the registration period are valid for not
more than 12 months and expire at midnight on the last day of
the registration period. A registration license plate equipped
with a validation sticker subject to the extended registration
period is valid for not more than 24 months and expires at
midnight on the last day of the extended registration period.
For each registration period after the one In which the metal
registration license plate is issued, and until the license
plate i1s required to be replaced, a validation sticker showing
the month and year of expiration shall be issued upon payment of
the proper license tax amount and fees and is valid for not more
than 12 months. For each extended registration period occurring
after the one in which the metal registration license plate is
issued and until the license plate is required to be replaced, a
validation sticker showing the year of expiration shall be
issued upon payment of the proper license tax amount and fees
and is valid for not more than 24 months. When license plates
equipped with validation stickers are issued in any month other
than the owner’s birth month or the designated registration
period for any other motor vehicle, the effective date shall
reflect the birth month or month and the year of renewal.
However, when a license plate or validation sticker is issued
for a period of less than 12 months, the applicant shall pay the
appropriate amount of license tax and the applicable fee under
s. 320.14 in addition to all other fees. Validation stickers
issued for vehicles taxed under s. 320.08(6)(a), for any company
that owns 250 vehicles or more, or for semitrailers taxed under
the provisions of s. 320.08(5)(a), for any company that owns 50
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vehicles or more, may be placed on any vehicle in the fleet so
long as the vehicle receiving the validation sticker has the
same owner’s name and address as the vehicle to which the
validation sticker was originally assigned.

(2) The department shall provide the several tax collectors
and license plate agents with the necessary number of validation
stickers.

(3)(a) Registration license plates must be made of metal
specially treated with a retroreflection material, as specified
by the department. The registration license plate is designed to
increase nighttime visibility and legibility and must be at
least 6 inches wide and not less than 12 inches in length,
unless a plate with reduced dimensions is deemed necessary by
the department to accommodate motorcycles, mopeds, or similar
smaller vehicles. Validation stickers must also be treated with
a retroreflection material, must be of such size as specified by
the department, and must adhere to the license plate. The
registration license plate must be imprinted with a combination
of bold letters and numerals or numerals, not to exceed seven
digits, to identify the registration license plate number. The
license plate must be imprinted with the word “Florida” at the
top and the name of the county in which i1t is sold, the state
motto, or the words ““Sunshine State” at the bottom. Apportioned
license plates must have the word “Apportioned” at the bottom
and license plates issued for vehicles taxed under s.
320.08(3)(d), (W) or (n), (BY() or (c), or (14) must have
the word ““Restricted” at the bottom. License plates issued for
vehicles taxed under s. 320.08(12) must be imprinted with the
word “Florida” at the top and the word “Dealer” at the bottom.
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Manufacturer license plates issued for vehicles taxed under s.
320.08(12) must be imprinted with the word “Florida” at the top
and the word “Manufacturer” at the bottom. License plates issued
for vehicles taxed under s. 320.08(5)(d) or (e) must be
imprinted with the word “Wrecker” at the bottom. Any county may,
upon majority vote of the county commission, elect to have the
county name removed from the license plates sold in that county.
The state motto or the words ““Sunshine State” shall be printed
in lieu thereof. A license plate issued for a vehicle taxed
under s. 320.08(6) may not be assigned a registration license
number, or be issued with any other distinctive character or
designation, that distinguishes the motor vehicle as a for-hire
motor vehicle.

(b) An additional fee of $.50 $1-50 shall be collected and
deposited into the Highway Safety Operating Trust Fund on each

motor vehicle registration or motor vehicle renewal registration
issued In this state in order for all license plates and
validation stickers to be fully treated with retroreflection

material. OFthat-amount;—$1-shall-be -depositedinto—the General

Section 3. Section 320.0804, Florida Statutes, i1s amended
to read:

320.0804 Surcharge on license tax; transportation trust
fund.-There is hereby levied and imposed on each license tax
imposed under s. 320.08, except those set forth in s.
320.08(11), a surcharge in the amount of $2 $4, which shall be
collected in the same manner as the license tax and—OF—this
amount;—$2-shalHl-be deposited into the State Transportation
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Trust Funds—and—-$2-shall-be-depositedinto—the General Revenue
Fund.

Section 4. Section 320.08046, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

320.08046 Surcharge on license tax.—There is levied on each
license tax imposed under s. 320.08, except those set forth in
s. 320.08(11), a surcharge in the amount of $1 $5-50, which
shall be collected In the same manner as the license tax and —
OFthe proceeds—of each hcense tax—surcharge,—$4-50-shall-be
depostted—nto—the General -Revenue Fund-—and-$1-shall-be

deposited into the Grants and Donations Trust Fund in the

Department of Juvenile Justice to fund the juvenile crime
prevention programs and the community juvenile justice
partnership grants program.

Section 5. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 320.06, Florida Statutes, In a
reference thereto, subsection (4) of section 320.0807, Florida
Statutes, is reenacted to read:

320.0807 Special license plates for Governor and federal
and state legislators.—

(4) License plates purchased under subsection (1),
subsection (2), or subsection (3) shall be replaced by the
department at no cost, other than the fees required by ss.
320.04 and 320.06(3)(b), when the person to whom the plates have
been issued leaves the elective office with respect to which the
license plates were issued. Within 30 days after leaving office,
the person to whom the license plates have been issued shall
make application to the department for a replacement license
plate. The person may return the prestige license plates to the
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department or may retain the plates as souvenirs. Upon receipt
of the replacement license plate, the person may not continue to
display on any vehicle the prestige license plate or plates
issued with respect to his or her former office.

Section 6. Subsections (5), (6), (7), (8), and (9) of
section 624.509, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

624.509 Premium tax; rate and computation.-—

5y¢a)l. T hall | u I r _ |
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chapter 628.

(B)B)E) The total of the credit granted for the taxes
paid by the insurer under chapter 220 and—the—ecreditgranted-by
subsection—(5) may not exceed 65 percent of the tax due under
subsection (1) after deducting therefrom the taxes paid by the
insurer under ss. 175.101 and 185.08 and any assessments
pursuant to s. 440.51.
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349
350
351
352
353
354
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357
358
359
360
361
362 (6)H Credits and deductions against the tax imposed by
363| this section shall be taken in the following order: deductions

364| fTor assessments made pursuant to s. 440.51; credits for taxes
365| paid under ss. 175.101 and 185.08; and credits for income taxes
366| paid under chapter 220 and—the—credit—allowed—under—subsection
367| €5), as these credits are limited by subsection (5) €6); all

368| other available credits and deductions.

369 (7)€8) From and after July 1, 1980, the premium tax

370, authorized by this section shall not be Imposed upon receipts of
371| annuity premiums or considerations paid by holders in this state
372| if the tax savings derived are credited to the annuity holders.
373| Upon request by the Department of Revenue, any insurer availing
374| 1i1tself of this provision shall submit to the department evidence
375| which establishes that the tax savings derived have been

376| credited to annuity holders. As used iIn this subsection, the

377 term “holders” shall be deemed to include employers contributing
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to an employee’s pension, annuity, or profit-sharing plan.

(8)€9) As used In this section “insurer” includes any
entity subject to the tax imposed by this section.

Section 7. Subsection (1) of section 624.5091, Florida
Statutes, i1s amended to read:

624 .5091 Retaliatory provision, Insurers.—

(LG When by or pursuant to the laws of any other state
or foreign country any taxes, licenses, and other fees, In the
aggregate, and any fines, penalties, deposit requirements, or
other material obligations, prohibitions, or restrictions are or
would be imposed upon Florida insurers or upon the agents or
representatives of such iInsurers, which are in excess of such
taxes, licenses, and other fees, in the aggregate, or which are
in excess of the fines, penalties, deposit requirements, or
other obligations, prohibitions, or restrictions directly
imposed upon similar insurers, or upon the agents or
representatives of such insurers, of such other state or country
under the statutes of this state, so long as such laws of such
other state or country continue in force or are so applied, the
same taxes, licenses, and other fees, In the aggregate, or
fines, penalties, deposit requirements, or other material
obligations, prohibitions, or restrictions of whatever kind
shall be imposed by the Department of Revenue upon the insurers,
or upon the agents or representatives of such insurers, of such

other state or country doing business or seeking to do business
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407 by s. 624.509(7), shall not be taken into consideration.
408 i i 1ons = i
409 remaining20-percent” shalH—be calewlated by—multipbyring—the

410 remaHng—20percentby aFractions—thenumeratorofFwhich—is
411

412 509 . W .
413| an enterprise zone created pursuant to chapter 290 and the

414| denominator—of - which—isthe sumof the salartesqualifyring For
415  the—ereditalowed by s 624-509(5)—

416 Section 8. Subsection (1) of section 624.51055, Florida
417| Statutes, is amended to read:
418 624 .51055 Credit for contributions to eligible nonprofit

419| scholarship-funding organizations.—

420 (1) There is allowed a credit of 100 percent of an eligible
421| contribution made to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
422| organization under s. 1002.395 against any tax due for a taxable
423| year under s. 624.509(1) after deducting from such tax

424| deductions for assessments made pursuant to s. 440.51; credits
425| for taxes paid under ss. 175.101 and 185.08; and credits for

426| 1ncome taxes paid under chapter 220;—and—the—creditallowed

427| uvhder—s-—624-509(5)5 as such—ereditis limited by s-—624-509¢(6)

428 s. 624.509(5)-. An insurer claiming a credit against premium tax

429| Hliability under this section shall not be required to pay any
430| additional retaliatory tax levied pursuant to s. 624.5091 as a
431| result of claiming such credit. Section 624.5091 does not limit
432| such credit in any manner.

433 Section 9. Sections 1 through 5 of this act shall take

434| effect on September 1, 2013, and sections 6 through 8 shall take
435| effect upon becoming a law and apply to the 2013 insurance
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436| premium tax year.
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